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C H O O S E  T O  C H A L L E N G E

There has never been 12 months like the last 12 months. The
most life changing challenges to which women and men
have risen since early 2020 have been thrust upon them and
their community. Societally, we are at a liminal stage, where
continuity with the past may be broken and outcomes for
the future challenged. In this context, #ChooseToChallenge,
the theme for International Women’s Day 2021, is very
appropriate. We may not have had a choice in participating
in the significant changes brought to our work and home
environments by COVID-19, but we can decide to influence
the future changes which result from the experience.

WLAQ is proud of the community who work with us to bring
positive change in the endeavours of women in the legal
profession. We look to those who have inspired us in our
careers as thought leaders. WLAQ acknowledges all firms,
chamber groups, businesses and organisations for the effort
that has gone into adapting to rapidly changing working
conditions.

This is the 4th year that WLAQ has published its Inspo List.
This is a list of women who hold a law degree, either in or
from Queensland, and who have inspired a committee
member over the past year. It is an opportunity for the
committee to acknowledge them and thank them.

We are proud that our lives have been touched by the
women on this 2021 list of inspirational women. 

It is up to us all to choose to challenge situations which, in
the past have not been equitable.

Catherine Cheek, WLAQ President



P A G E  4 A C A D E M I C S

Academics
Ann-Maree David

College of Law, Queensland

Michele Davis
College of Law, Queensland

Caroline Hart
University of Southern Queensland

Jo Hintz
Bond University

 
 

    ................................

Kirsty Mackie
University of the Sunshine Coast

Judith McNamara
Queensland University of Technology

Elizabeth Spencer
James Cook University

Tamara Walsh
University of Queensland

Dr Victoria Lambropoulos
Central Queensland University

Mandy Shircore
University of Queensland

Rosalind Williams OAM
Griffith University

Therese Wilson
Griffith University



P A G E  5 B A R R I S T E R S

 Barristers
Dr Jacoba Brasch QC

Law Council of Australia; Inns of Court, Brisbane
    ................................

Katherine Buckley
Byth Chambers

    ................................

Anna Cappellano
Higgins Chambers
    ................................

Florence Chen
Level 27 Chambers
    ................................

Melissa Cullen
Sunshine Coast Barristers Chambers

    ................................

Clare Dart
Inns of Court, Brisbane

    ................................

Jane Fitzgerald
Alfred Lutwyche Chambers

    ................................

Jessica Goldie
WLAQ Southern Regional Representative; Queens Arms Chambers

    ................................

Claire Grant
WLAQ Barrister Advisor (Regional); 31 Sturt Chambers

    ................................

    ................................

 
 

 A fierce and committed advocate who always supports
women in law | WLAQ on Claire Grant



P A G E  6 B A R R I S T E R S

Barristers
 Sophie Harburg

John Jerrard Chambers
    ................................

Madonna Hayes
Sir George Kneipp Chambers

    ................................

Cate Heyworth-Smith QC
Level 33 Chambers
    ................................

Kate Juhasz
Lucas Chambers

    ................................

Nitra Kidson QC
Higgins Chambers
    ................................

Katrina Kluss
More Chambers

    ................................

Erin Longbottom QC
Murray Gleeson Chambers

    ................................

Jessica McClymont
WLAQ Vice President & Advocacy Chair; 18 Inns Barrister's Chambers

    ................................

Kathryn McMillan QC
Quay 11

    ................................

Susie McNeil
WLAQ Barrister Advisor (Metro); Alfred Lutwyche Chambers;

    ................................

 
 

    ................................

Kerri Mellifont QC
Inns Chambers



P A G E  7 B A R R I S T E R S

 Barristers

    ................................

    ................................

 
 

Laura Neil
WLAQ Cairns Ambassador; Endeavour Chambers

    ................................

Ruth O'Gorman
Higgins Chambers
    ................................

Laura Reece
Halsbury Chambers
    ................................

Holly Stephanos
Byth Chambers

    ................................

Avelina Tarrago
WLAQ First Nations Advisor; North Quarter Lane Chambers

    ................................

Rebecca Treston QC
Callinan Chambers
    ................................

Borsca Vass
Alfred Lutwyche Chambers

    ................................

Amelia Wheatley QC
Deane Chambers

    ................................
Stephanie Williams

WLAQ Vice President & Northern Queensland Representative;
Endeavour Chambers

    ................................

Jodie Wooldridge QC
Given Chambers; Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions

    ................................
Melinda Zerner

Jeddart Chambers



P A G E  8 B E N C H

Bench
Rosyln Atkinson AO

Formerly Supreme Court of Queensland
    ................................

Maxine Baldwin
Queensland Magistrates Court

    ................................

Jane Bentley
Deputy State Coroner

    ................................

Helen Bowskill QC
Supreme Court of Queensland

    ................................

Susan Brown QC
Supreme Court of Queensland

    ................................Catherine Carew
Family Court of Australia

    ................................Margaret Cassidy
Federal Circuit Court of Australia

    ................................

 
    ................................

Berna Collier
Federal Court of Australia; AAT;  Griffith University; and  Supreme and

National Courts of Papua New Guinea   

Jean Dalton QC
Supreme Court of Queensland

    ................................

Anne Demack
Federal Circuit Court of Australia



P A G E  9 B E N C H

Bench
Sarah Derrington

Federal Court of   Australia; Australian Law Reform Commission
    ................................

Bronwyn Hartigan
Magistrates Court of Queensland

    ................................

Jenny Hogan
Family Court of Australia

    ................................

Catherine Holmes AC
Supreme Court of Queensland

    ................................

Viviana Keegan
Magistrates Court of Queensland

    ................................

Susan Kiefel AC
High Court of Australia

    ................................

Fleur Kingham
President of the Land Court of Queensland

    ................................

Ann Lyons
Supreme Court of Queensland

 

Michelle May AM QC
Formerly Family Court of Australia

    ................................

Margaret McMurdo AC
Formerly Court of Appeal Queensland    ................................



Belinda Merrin
Magistrates Court of Queensland

    ................................

Debra Mullins AO
Court of Appeal of Queensland

    ................................

Sandra Pearson
Magistrates Court of Queensland

    ................................

Kay Philipson
Magistrates Court of Queensland

    ................................

Anthe Phillippides QC
Supreme Court of Queensland 

    ................................

Susan Purdon-Sully
Federal Circuit Court of Australia

Bench

P A G E  1 0 B E N C H

    ................................

Deborah Richards
District Court of Queensland

    ................................

Kay Ryan
Magistrates Court of Queensland

    ................................

Soraya Ryan QC
Supreme Court of Queensland

    ................................

Leanne Spelleken
Federal Circuit Court of Australia



P A G E  1 1 B E N C H

Bench
Amanda Tonkin

Federal Circuit Court of Australia
    ................................

Stephanie Tonkin
Magistrates Court of Queensland

    ................................

Leanne Turner
Federal Circuit Court of Australia

    ................................

Frances Williams
Supreme Court of Queensland

    ................................

Elizabeth Wilson QC
Supreme Court of Queensland

    ................................

Margaret Wilson QC
Formerly Supreme Court of Queensland

 

A member of the judiciary whose caring approach in
Children's Court matters is both sensitive and

appropriate | WLAQ on Magistrate Tonkin



P A G E  1 2 C O M M U N I T Y

Community
Sandra Creamer

CEO, National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women's Alliance
    ................................

Nicky Davies
CEO, Legal Aid Queensland

    ................................

Arlene Gomes
Family Lawyer, Legal Aid Queensland

    ................................

Leah King
Solicitor, Queensland Indigenous Family Violence Legal Service

    ................................

Alexandra Kupka
Solicitor, Suncoast Community Legal Service Inc.

    ................................

Angela Lynch AM
President & CEO, Women's Legal Service Queensland

    ................................

Stephanie Nicholas
WLAQ Rockhampton Ambassador; Lawyer, Legal Aid Queensland

    ................................

 
 

A practitioner who lights up the room as soon as she walks in with
the most infectious sense of humour | WLAQ on Arlene Gomes

    ................................

Kellie Walker
Lawyer, Legal Aid Queensland

    ................................

Miranda Woodland
Family Dispute Resolution Practitioner, Catholic Care Services

Kellie is an exceptional criminal lawyer who embodies all that is
good about the legal profession | WLAQ on Kellie Walker



P A G E  1 3 C O R P O R A T E

Corporate
Sharynne Dingwall

Legal Counsel, Aveo Group
    ................................

Natasha Hall
Head of Legal & Corporate Affairs, Sunshine Coast Airport

    ................................

Jemima Harris
Head of Legal Ops & Tech, Lawyers on Demand

    ................................

Madison Kendall
Corporate Legal Counsel, Aurizon

    ................................

Dominique Lamb
CEO, National Retail Association    ................................

Eloise Lyons
Head of Legal Advisory, Suncorp

    ................................

Suzanne Marlow
General Counsel, Uniting Care

    ................................

Kellie Morton
Chief Legal Officer, Birchal

Melissa Scott
    ................................WLAQ In-House Advisor; Senior Legal Counsel, Megaport

Anna Trichborne
General Counsel, Megaport    ................................

 
 

    ................................

Virna Trout
Manager Legal - ASEC, FLSmidth

Krystal Kovac
WLAQ Publications Coordinator; Head of Legal & Compliance, Oncore



P A G E  1 4 G O V E R N M E N T

Government
Dzenita Balic

WLAQ Diversity Chair; Principal Crown Prosecutor, Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions

Patrina Clohessy
WLAQ Government Advisor; Deputy Solicitor, Crown Law    ................................

Sarah Farnden
Consultant, Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions    ................................

Cassandra Heilbronn
Regulation Legal Manager, Royal Commission fo AlUla

    ................................

Ellie Jary
Crown Prosecutor, Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions

    ................................

Dejana Kovac
Principal Crown Prosecutor, Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions

Caroline Marco
Principal, Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions

Dominique Orr
Crown Prosecutor, Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions

Lara Soldi
Crown Prosecutor, Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions

Suzannah Payne
Acting Director, Queensland Government - Resouces, Safety and Health

    ................................

 

Christine Wilson
Principal Crown Prosecutor,

Commonwelath Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions



P A G E  1 5 L A W Y E R S

Lawyers
Amber Acreman
Solicitor, David Burns Lawyers

    ................................

Sarah Adams
Head of Family Law, Donaldson Law

    ................................

Helen Ashton
WLAQ Gold Coast Ambassador; Director, East Coast Lawyers

    ................................

Lauren Austin
WLAQ Event & Student Support; Associate, Wilson Lawyers

    ................................

Kim Back
WLAQ Mackay Ambassador; Lawyer, Maurice Blackburn Lawyers

    ................................

Courtney Barton
Director, Barton Family Law

    ................................

Samantha Bolton
WLAQ Sunshine Coast Ambassador; Director, CNG Law

    ................................

Margaret Brain
Special Counsel, Maurice Blackburn Lawyers

    ................................

Leah Cameron
Principal Solicitor, Marrawah Law

    ................................

Catherine Cheek
WLAQ President; Special Counsel, Kennedy Spanner Lawyers

    ................................

 
 

    ................................

Paloma Cole
Associate, Maurice Blackburn Lawyers

    ................................



P A G E  1 6 L A W Y E R S

Lawyers
Pippa Colman

Director, Pippa Colman & Associates Law Practice
    ................................

Naomi Cox
Associate, Dean Kath Kohler Lawyers

    ................................

Nichola Di Muzio
WLAQ Treasury Support; Special Counsel, Thynne  + Macartney

    ................................

Genevieve Dee
Partner, Lander & Rogers

    ................................

Kerala Drew
WLAQ Student Advisor; Solicitor, Wallace Davies Solicitors

    ................................

Terree English
Kartelo Law

    ................................

Clare Eves
Special Counsel, Shine Lawyers

    ................................

Elizabeth Fairon
Director, Life Law Solutions

    ................................Sarah Ford
WLAQ Criminal Lawyers Sub-Committee Chair;

Senior Associate Gilshenan & Luton Legal Practice
    ................................

    ................................

 
 

An extraordinary lawyer who is committed to ensuring that regional
Early Career Lawyers feel supported in the profession | 

WLAQ on Pippa Colman 

    ................................
Chloe Foyster
Associate, Piper Alderman



P A G E  1 7 L A W Y E R S

Lawyers
Karen Gaston

Partner, Thynne + Macartney
    ................................

Peta Gray
Director, Enterprise Legal

    ................................

Maddison Harrington
Lawyer, Gilchrist Connell

    ................................

Zinta Harris
Specialist Estate Dispute Lawyer, Resolve Estate Law

    ................................

Clare Hine
Principal, Clare Hine Lawyers

    ................................

Amy Honan
WLAQ Boutique Advisor; Director, Michael Lynch Family Lawyers

    ................................

Carolyn Howe
Special Counsel, Shine Lawyers

    ................................

Kerrie Jackson
Director Principal, BTLawyers

    ................................

Alysha Jacobsen
Solicitor, Bouchier Khan Lawyers

    ................................

 
 

    ................................

Clare is a dedicated and hardworking advocate. She is the
epitome of high quality legal service from a regional sole
practitioner law firm | WLAQ on Clare Hine



P A G E  1 8 L A W Y E R S

Lawyers

    ................................

    ................................

Michelle James
Director, Maurice Blackburn Lawyers

    ................................
Rebecca Jancauskas

Special Counsel, Shine Lawyers
    ................................

Lisa Kinder
Special Counsel, Donaldson Law

    ................................

    ................................

Chloe Kopilovic
Ordinary Member of Council, QLS; Associate Director, FC Lawyers

    ................................
Sharne Lategan

Director, Enterprise Legal

Sarah-Jane Macdonald
Legal Pracitioner Director, Macdonald Law

    ................................

Kath Manby
Principal, VM Law

Kelli Martin
Principal Solicitor, KLM Solicitors

Madeline Klein
Director, Klein Legal

    ................................

    ................................
Emma Lewis

WLAQ Secretary; Lawyer, Shand Taylor Lawyers

    ................................

Extraordinary leader and participant 
in the community | WLAQ on Michelle James



P A G E  1 9 L A W Y E R S

Lawyers
Vavaa Mawuli

Principal Lawyer, Maurice Blackburn Lawyers

Leanne McDonald
Special Counsel, Shine Lawyers

    ................................

Margaret McNamara
Notary Public

    ................................

Alice McNamara
Associate, Ryans Solicitors & Attorneys

    ................................

Amie Mish-Wills
WLAQ Membership Coordinator; Principal Legal Advisor, Enterprise Legal

    ................................

Nicole Morgan
Special Counsel, MinterEllison Lawyers

    ................................

Melanie Morris
Senior Associate, Gilshenan & Luton Legal Practice

    ................................

Nickelle Morris
Special Counsel, East Coast Lawyers

    ................................

Wendy Mulcahy
WLAQ Criminal Law Advisor; Principal, Mulcahy Ryan Lawyers

    ................................

Ruby Nielsen
Associate, Shand Taylor Lawyers

    ................................

 
 

A hardworking, effervescent lawyer who always finds time to
support the people around her | WLAQ on Ruby Nielsen



P A G E  2 0 L A W Y E R S

Lawyers
Wendy Nixon

Special Counsel, Shine Lawyers
    ................................

Bonnie O'Brien
Senior Associate, Hede Byrne & Hall Lawyers

    ................................

Juliet Parsons
Senior Associate, Slater and Gordon Lawyers

    ................................

Katrina Pedersen
WLAQ Toowoomba & Darling Downs Ambassador;

Principal Lawyer, Slater & Gordon Lawyers
    ................................

Laryssa Perkins
Solicitor, Talbot Sayer
    ................................

Jessica Popple
WLAQ Social Chair; Solicitor, Pippa Colman & Associates Law Practice

    ................................

Katrina Potter
Senior Lawyer, Best Wilson Buckley

    ................................

Annette Power Martell
WLAQ Ipswich Ambassador; Principal, Power Legal

    ................................

Nikola Prince
Lawyer, Wilsons The Family Lawyers

    ................................

Sarah Quilliam
Director, Pippa Colman & Associates Law Practice

    ................................

 
 



P A G E  2 1 L A W Y E R S

Lawyers
Clarissa Rayward

Director, Brisbane Family Law Centre
    ................................

Michelle Richardson
Pippa Colman & Associates Law Practice

    ................................

Edwina Rowan
WLAQ Wide Bay Ambassador; Partner, Charltons Lawyers

    ................................

Jan Saddler
Special Consel, Shine Lawyers

    ................................

Elizabeth Shearer
President, QLS; Legal Practitioner Director, Shearer Doyle Law

    ................................

Jamie Shine
WLAQ Immediate Past President; General Manager, Shine Lawyers

    ................................

Jessica Shuttleworth
WLAQ Townsville Ambassador; Principal, Shuttleworth Legal

    ................................

Melissa Simpson
WLAQ Treasurer; Lawyer, McCullough Robertson

    ................................

Tanya Straguszi
Principal Lawyer, Maurice Blackburn Lawyers

    ................................

Kara Thomson
Vice-President, QLS; Consultant, Highes and Lewis Legal

 
 

Clarissa is truly the happiest family lawyer - 
and so happy to help others! | 

WLAQ on Clarissa Rayward



Lawyers

In a year full of challenges, Sarah has demonstrated impressive
leadership skills and mentored and empowered her team of female

lawyers  | WLAQ on Sarah Vallance

P A G E  2 2 L A W Y E R S

Ange Treichel
Principal, AJT Legal

    ................................

Sarah Twinn
Senior Associate, Meridian Lawyers

    ................................

Sarah Vallance
Senior Associate, Maurice Blackburn Lawyers

    ................................

Kirsten Van der Wal
WLAQ Media Officer; Associate, Maurice Blackburn

    ................................

Tiffany Veschetti
WLAQ Atherton Tablelands Ambassador;

Principal, Northern Plateau Legal
    ................................

Jodie Willey
COO, Shine Lawyers

    ................................

 
 



P A G E  2 3 P O L I T I C S

Politics
Kara Cook

Counsellor, Brisbane City Council
    ................................

Yvette D'Ath MP
Minister for Health, Queensland State Government

    ................................

Shannon Fentiman MP
Attorney General, Queensland State Government

    ................................

Annastacia Palaszczuk
Premier, Queensland State Government

    ................................

Meaghan Scanlon MP
Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier Reef and Minister

for Science and Youth Affairs, Queensland State Government 

 
     ................................

A powerhouse that will always stand up for what she believes in
and create pathways for those following in her footsteps | 

WLAQ on Kara Cook

Amanda Stoker
Senator for Queensland; 

Assistant Minister to the Commonwealth Attorney-General

Anika Wells MP
Member for Lilley; Commonwealth Government



P A G E  2 4 S T U D E N T S

Students
Tracy Bowen

University of Southern Queensland

Mia Campbell
University of Queensland

Izzie Forsyth
Central Queensland University

Ali Harris
Bond University

Anais Loubet
Southern Cross University

Morgan Lynch
Queensland University of Technology

Amelia Roy
James Cook University

Jasmine Stewart
Griffith University

Taylor Thomas
Queensland University of Technology

Elly Thomas
Griffith University

 
 

Maddison Veivers
University of the Sunshine Coast

Hannah Wordsworth
WLAQ Student Representative; University of Southern Queensland



P A G E  2 5 T R I B U N A L S  &  C O M M I S S I O N S

Tribunals &

Commissions
Judith Ann Bell AM
Crime & Corruption Commission

    ................................

Bridget Cullen
Administrative Appeals Tribunal

    ................................

Penny Feil
Tribunal Member, QCAT; Mediator, Accord Mediations

 
 

Megan’s experience, in private and organisational roles, has given
her a unique insight into the profession which she draws on in her
trailblazing work in the Legal Services Commission, and to which

she brings strength and authenticity | WLAQ on Megan Mahon

    ................................

Megan Mahon
Commissioner, Legal Services Commission

    ................................

Annette McMullan
Mental Health Review Tribunal

    ................................

Virginia Ryn
Mental Health Review Tribunal



T H A N K  Y O U  T O  T H E  W O M E N  O F

Q U E E N S L A N D ' S  L E G A L

P R O F E S S I O N
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